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O R G A N I Z A T I O N
Helping Hospi tal ized Children Since 1983

N e w s l e t t e r November 2017

“100% of our donations go to the kids”
visit us at: pilotsforkids.org

Proudly Celebrating 34 years!

PFK volunteers have been visiting youngsters at Texas Children’s Hospital for 23 years.  
Thirteen volunteers representing United, Delta and Jet Blue joined together and had 

another very successful visit on June 13th.
Sign up for holiday visits in your area by contacting your coordinator!

Want to join in this 
year’s holiday visits?

See pages 8-9
to contact the 
coordinator in 

your area! 
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President’s Corner...

Dear Members,

Progress is a word everyone likes. The definition 
of progress can be described as growth, develop-
ment, or some form of improvement. 
During the last year we experienced continual 
growth in membership and also added more loca-
tions where our visits take place. Another sign 
of our growth has been our need to add a second 
“Captain Baldy” mascot due to his popularity. 
Along with growth comes workload. To solve this 
challenge we have continually looked for ways to 
reduce our workload and cost through increased 
automation. One area has been to increase our 
member and coordinator interaction via our web-
site. This effort has saved us time and money.
Lastly, and most importantly, we would not have 
had the progress we achieved without our volun-
teers. Our generous and talented volunteers have 
given selflessly by maintaining our website, pub-
lishing our newsletter, distributing our membership 
packets, and performing many other tasks. 
The unified effort at Pilots For Kids is the type of 
progress that we are proud of.
Thank you for your support!

   With Appreciation,
    Ed Faath   
        
               President, PFK

(2)

Above and left, Alaska Airlines crew members made a mid-
year visit to Miller Children’s Hospital in Long Beach, CA 
delivering gifts and good cheer!

CITY:  LAX/Los Angeles, CA 
COORDINATOR: Vasco Rodriques
PARTICIPANTS: Alaska Airlines

The volunteers from the LAX Alaska Airlines Pilots 
for Kids Chapter visited with 400 kids at the Miller 
Children’s Hospital in Long Beach. This was during 
their 2-day “Beach Carnival Day”.

The crews made and flew paper airplanes with the 
kids. When the kids landed their creations on “Run-
way 25L”, they got rewarded with some cool wings!
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Giving from the Heart

Above, DEN PFK members participated in a very special 
event for the youngsters at “Families First,” a shelter that the 
group has sponsored for over a decade.  The day included 
a visit to the Wings over the Rockies aviation museum, a 
Flight Training Center simulator experience and lunch. 

Left, August 19th was the day for the golf tournament sup-
porting Pilots for Kids at Willow Run in Columbus, OH.

CITY:  DEN/Denver, CO
COORDINATOR: Steve Henderson
PARTICIPANTS: United Airlines

Denver “Pilots for Kids” recently conducted a special 
summer event for the children of “Families First”, one 
of the 5 children’s shelters that the benevolent DEN 
pilots have sponsored for more than a decade.  Fami-
lies First specifically serves those kids who are the 
victims of abuse, neglect and trauma.

Long-time Families First coordinator, Jolanda Witvliet 
led the effort, which included a tour of the Wings over 
the Rockies aviation museum, a Flight Training Center 
simulator experience, Lunch, and a crowd-pleasing 
balsa-wood airplane fly-off.  This once in a lifetime 
experience is something that these severely in-crisis 
children could normally only dream about.

The dedicated pilot volunteers (L to R, with children) 
:  Missy Phillips, Mark Bomber, Erik Phillips, Ashley 
Ogden, Jeff Lewis, Dave Chancellor, and Jolanda Wit-
vliet.   Note :  Unobstructed published photos of the 
children at any of the DEN sponsored shelters is not 
permitted. Threats of recognition and violent retribu-
tion are always a concern for the children in these dire 
circumstances. This dramatically serves as an addi-
tional (somber) reminder of how important the United 
pilots’ commitment and dedication truly is.
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Welcome New Members
Cody Eaton  Gojet Airlines
Stephen Elrod  JetBlue Airways
Landon Embrey Frontier Airlines Steven 
Steven Evans  Spirit Airlines
Dan Fackrell  Horizon Air
Greg Feldheim Virgin America
Thomas Flanagan SkyWest Airlines
Daniel Fluke  United Airlines
Caleb Franks  Compass Airlines
Greg Friedel  Delta Air Lines
Kimberly Gabrelcik Virgin America
Sebastian Gajardo Compass Airlines
Peter Gargol  Mesa Airlines 
Kelby Godlove Compass Airlines
Bradley Green  Republic Airline
Darren Gustafson ExpressJet Airlines
Mark Gyves  Republic Airlines
Andrew Hall  Compass Airlines
James Hallahan SkyWest Airlines 
Colin Hallarn  Republic Airlines
Matthew Harnos Endeavor Air
Joseph Harter  Skywest Airlines
William Hartmann Trans States Airlines
Thomas Hatch  Virgin America
Josh Hay  Executive Airshare
Joshua Hickam Compass Airlines 
Justin Hogge  Delta Air Lines
Tyler Hover  Frontier
Kary Hyatt  SkyWest Airlines 
Christian Jimenez United Airlines
Eric Johansson Atlas Air
Nathan  Just  Minnesota Jet Inc
Michael Kastelic Allegiant Air
Matthew Kehr  ExpressJet Airlines
Ian Kerszulis  ExpressJet Airlines
Thomas Kieffer Endeavor Air
Ryan Kobe  NetJets
PK Kociuba  Allegiant Air
Albane Koenig Mesa
James Kottsick L-3 Technologies
Michael Kvamme Republic Airline
Roberto Ladeira Southern Air
Samuel Laskey PSA Airlines
Jake Latislaw  SkyWest Airlines
Olusayo Lawal ExpressJet Airlines
Paul Lechner  Compass Airlines

Joseph Abdallah SkyWest Airlines
Kevin Acker  Netjets
Kevin Adono  Allegiant Air
Habib Ahary  Republic Airlines 
Michaek Anghelis United Airlines
Charles Armstrong  Frontier Airlines 
Christopher Arnold Aircraft Management Group, 
   Inc.
Shane Atkins  Virgin America
Tom  Auchter  ExpressJet Airlines
Jeremy  Babin  ExpressJet Airlines
Woohyun Bang Signature Flight Support
Joseph Basilone Delta
Jonas Bielkevicius Silver Air
David Bigwood UPS
Linzi Bigwood Jackson Family Wines 
Wesley  Blake  Skywest Airlines
Jeremy Bogard SkyWest Airlines 
Alex Brandt  SkyWest Airlines
Taylor Breum  Skywest Airlines
Gregory Brill  Mesa Airlines
Brian Campbell Endeavor Air
James Campbell Endeavor Air
Evan Carignan  Unknown
Jaime Castro  Compass Airlines
Caitlin Chenoweth Alaska Airlines
Bryan Chianella USAFR
Jason  Clayton  SkyWest Airlines
James Clifton  GoJet
Kathleen Clough Express Jet Airlines
David Clough  Trans States Airline 
Ken Coe  ExpressJet Airlines
Wes Colston  ExpressJet Airlines
Ryan Culley  ExpressJet Airlines
Thomas Dahl  Republic Airlines 
Preston Dale  SkyWest Airlines
Royal Danza  Atlas Air
Rebecca Dauk  Year
Larry David  Alaska Airlines
Hitanshu Desai Republic Airline
Joseph Dickens USAF 
Kevin Dickey  Unknown
Jefferson Dixon Mesa Airlines
Adalbert Doles Hawaiian Airlines
Austin Doughty Mesa Airlines
Richard DuPlain Alaska Airlines
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Welcome New Members (cont.)
Peter Ledford  SkyWest Airlines
Joseph Levar  SkyWest Airlines
TC Lewis  United Airlines
Jonathan Lomax SkyWest Airlines
Michael Lopez Republic Airlines
Brandon Lozano American Airlines
Zachary Mace  Piedmont Airlines
Kevin Maceri  PSA Airlines 
Charles Mader  Air Wisconsin Airlines 
Brendan Malloney ExpressJet Airlines
Richard  Martin  USAF Reserves
Charles McHugh SkyWest Airlines
Jason McMullen Erickson Transport Inc.
Austin McNichol Piedmont Airlines
Tim Melecosky  Republic Airlines
Audrey  Menezes Unknown
Christie  Meyers  Spirit Airlines
Steven Mills  Mesa Air Group
Nathan Mooney Endeavor Air
Titus Moore  ExpressJet Airlines
Thomas  Morrison Jet Edge
Kevin Morsie  PSA Airlines
William  Morton  Endeavor Air
Jarrod Moseley  FedEx Express
Antonio Murad   Unknown
Gary Nelson  Mesa Airlines
Kathleen Nisivoccia Endeavor Airlines
Tyler Norton  Compass Airlines
Matt Notaro  SkyWest Airlines
Ethan Nyman  Compass Airlines
Vincent Odabachian Omni Air International
Slater Owens  Mesa Airlines
Jessica Palarczyk Compass Airlines
Daniel Parker  SkyWest Airlines
Brian Petricone  Delta Air Lines
Sanaz Pilehvarian  Republic Airline 
Charley Pruitt  Virgin America
Kyle Reed  Mesa Airlines
Christopher Riddle Mesa Airlines
Boyd Robins  SkyWest Airlines
Justin Root  The Walt Disney Company
Derrick Rosenbarger US Air Force
Adam Roy  Skywest Airlines
Zach Schabla  SkyWest Airlines
Joseph Schmidt  Republic Airlines
Michael Scorza  ExpressJet Airlines
Aaron Setzer  Spirit Airlines
James Shawn  SkyWest Airlines
Ahmed Sheikh  Compass Airlines

Chris Shupe  Horizon Air
Eric Smith  Delta Air Lines
Alex Smither  Endeavor Air
Aaron Snyder  United Airlines 
Karen Sorensen  Delta Air Lines
Scott Sowers  Spirit Airlines
Brandon Spangenberg Compass Airlines
Greg Splettstoeser Compass Air Lines
Alexander Stark  Republic Airline
Alexander Starko ExpressJet Airlines
Robert Stone  Flight Safety International
Daniel Stromberg USAF
Scott Sweet  Republic Airline
Luis Taveras  PSA
Dan Taylor  Netjets
Mathew Thein  ExpressJet
William Todd  JetBlue Airways
Adam Triolo  Unknown
Josh Trujillo  Spirit Airlines
Cynthia Ubelhor Compass Airlines
Gabriel Vaisman United Airlines 
Trevor Van Nevel Spirit Airlines
Andrew Veasey SkyWest Airlines
Alfredo Vereda ABX Air
James Verser  Endeavor Air
Nicholas Voorhees ExpressJet 
Peter Weber  Compass Airlines
Ryan Zapko  Republic Airlines
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PFK Merchandise 
Pilots For Kids items, including sweatshirts, polos, 
T-shirts, ball caps, travel mugs and luggage tags, are 
available.  You can order your PFK Merchandise by 
contacting Carol Stocker at 440-382-3090 or email 
pfkmerchandise@pilotsforkids.org.  See the PFK 
web site for more information.

Anyone wishing to contribute to a
specific PFK city’s hospital/shelter
visits can do so by visiting the PFK

website (www.pilotsforkids.org).

TO DONATE:
GO TO: www.pilotsforkids.org

CLICK: Donate
SELECT: Direct your donation to (dropdown)

SELECT: City-Coordinator
COMPLETE: Your credit card data

Remember...
100% of your donations are returned to 
the local pilot group to spend on hospi-

talized children or those in shelters.

PFK Room Progress

As the photos above indicate, the PFK sponsored, 
aviation-themed room at Peyton Manning Children’s 
Hospital in IND is progressing.  The St. Vincent 
Foundation and hospital staff are working very hard 
to ensure that the room meets the expectations of PFK 
volunteers.  The design centerpiece of the room is a 
DC-6 coming out of the North wall.  Unfortunately, 
the Grand Opening and Dedication has been delayed 
to ensure completion of this key element.  Coordina-
tor Dan Ferracciolo will provide information as the 
project progresses.  Thanks for all of the hard work to 
Dan and the other IND volunteers.
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2017

Pilots for Kids Award 

To Gary Dolson

Gary has been involved with The Pilots For Kids 
Organization since 1996, the same year that he 
became the LAS coordinator. We would like to 
congratulate Gary and also thank him for his many 
years of work as our LAS coordinator.  

          Gary states, “I did not realize how big of an 
impact a few pilots would have on the children that 
were in the hospital during the holidays. From the first 
time I made the rounds with my fellow pilots it was 
truly amazing to see the joy and smiles that the pilot 
volunteers brought not only to the children but also to 
their parents! 
          The pizza parties were always a big hit but also 
the gifts that we handed out whether it was plastic 
airplanes, puzzles, stuffed animals or a hair brush set 
for teenage girls we always got the biggest smiles 
and incredible show of appreciation in return. I can 
not remember how many parents came up to me and 
thanked us for bringing a gift to their child, but what 
they really enjoyed was the time we spent with their 
child. 
           I’m proud of my fellow pilots, the generosity 
they show during the holidays and through out the 
year as well as their participation and the time they put 
in to bringing so much happiness to the children. Also, 
I would like to personally say thank you to a fellow 
pilot, Adi Greenberg.  Adi, for as long as I can remem-
ber, always made sure he had the time off to help. 
           Pilots For Kids is a great charity and I am proud 
to be part of it.”

   Sincerely,

   Gary R. Dolson 
 Thank you, 

Captain Dolson!

Thank you to Captain Gary Dolson, the 2017 winner of the 
Pilots for Kids  Award.  Captain Dolson has been involved 
with PFK  in Las Vegas for over 20 years.

VOLUNTEER NOW!
Pilots for Kids is in need of a

Media Coordinator

This position will be responsible for 
overseeing the activities of all PFK media 
communications, i.e. web site, newsletter, 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. and 
ensuring that all volunteers adhere to the 
media policies set forth by Pilots for Kids.

The Media Coordinator should have 
general knowledge about various forms

of social media, print media and web site 
usage and be available by phone and email 
to provide guidance and answer questions 

relating to PFK media usage and 
policy guidelines.
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PFK Area Coordinators
Domicile  Coordinator
ABE   Jeff Buchman
Allentown, PA   jbuchman@ptd.net
ABQ   Derrick Rosenbarger 
Albuquerque, NM derrickbrose@gmail.com          
ANC   Martha Service  
Anchorage, AK   service4@earthlink.net          
ATL   Don Myers
Atlanta, GA   dmyers80@hotmail.com
BHM   Jason Nelson
Birmingham, AL  jasonnelson@bellsouth.net
BIL   Heather Pfancook
Billings, MT   80hpfancook@gmail.com  
BNA   John Floyd 
Nashville, TN   4barsfloyd@gmail.com
BOS   Chris Lum
Boston, MA  christopherlum@me.com 
BUF   Brent Kistner
Buffalo, NY  Brent.Kistner@aa.com  
CHS   Ryan Grant
Charleston, SC  gobigrant@gmail.com  
CLE   Andy Adams
Cleveland, OH  4askadams@gmail.com
CLT   Bradley Secker  
Charlotte, NC   seckerbt@yahoo.com
CMH   Ty Orth
Columbus, OH   torth@njasap.com                                           
DEN   Steve Henderson
Denver, CO    denverpilotsforkids@gmail.com
DFW   Andrew Brigman
Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX  bigbrig1@hotmail.com
DTW   Bill Hoffer
Detroit, MI   wdhg4@yahoo.com
EWR   Brian Heron
Newark, NJ   brianheron@mac.com 
FSD   Casey Delaney
Sioux Falls, SD   cdelosu@gmail.com
GRR   Greg Chase
Grand Rapids, MI  gregorypchase@sbcglobal.net
GUAM   Chuck & Ivy Heberle
Guam    chuckheb@mac.com 
HKG   Todd Hudgins  
Hong Kong  thudgins@fedex.com
HNL   Eva Eglinton
Honolulu, HI   lavarocker@aol.com
HVN    Jeff Albright
New Haven, CT  jeffreyalbright@yahoo.com

Domicile  Coordinator
IAD   Julie Callens
Washington, D.C.  dullespfk@aol.com  
IAH   Bill Bella
Houston, TX  billbella@kingwoodcable.com
IND   Dan Ferracciolo
Indianapolis, IN   ironinstrument@sbcglobal.net
JAX   Paul Ryder
Jacksonville, FL  ritchiekg@hotmail.com
JFK   Brandon Blank
New York, NY   brandon.blank7@gmail.com
LAS   Anthony Turchioe
Las Vegas, NV   aturchio@gmail.com
LAX   Vasco Rodrigues
Los Angeles, CA  vasco767@aol.com
MCO   Anchorelle Van Sprang  
Orlando, FL    kakalaka@cfl.rr.com
MEM   Paul Sanchez
Memphis, TN  777bigboy@gmail.com
MIA/FLL  Danny Molina
Miami, FL   dannynwa@hotmail.com
MKE   Chris Suhs
Milwaukee, WI   P4KMKE@gmail.com
MSP   Stephanie Laidlaw
Minneapolis, M  laid5laws@gmail.com
MSY   Matt Perret  
New Orleans, LA flyperret@yahoo.com
ORD   Kathi Hurst
Chicago, IL   rowtygirls@aol.com
ORF   Michael Stock  
Norfolk, VA  mike.stock@icloud.com
PBI   Frank Ferrante
Palm Beach, FL  fferrante@bellsouth.net
PDX   Christine Dunning
Portland/Vancouver, OR  11drvr@comcast.net 
PHL   Ian Myslinski
Philadelphia, PA  ianmys@yahoo.com
PHX   Win Copeland
Phoenix, AZ   win.copeland@yahoo.com 
PIT   Ryan Zapko 
Pittsburgh, PA   zfly@comcast.net                                     
PPNJ   Rod Biggs
Point Pleasant, NJ  tncbiggs@gmail.com
RDU   Ken Worsham
Raleigh/Durham, NC  worsham66@gmail.com 
SAN   Matt Bolton   
San Diego, CA  mdbolton@gmail.com
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Domicile  Coordinator
SAT   Francois Xavier Colin
San Antonio, TX  colin.francois.xavier@gmail.com 
SEA   Barry & Sarah Pearl Sacks  
Seattle/Tacoma, WA watermusic@gmx.com
SFO   Steven Flesch  
San Francisco, CA  steven.flesch@gmail.com                    
SLC   Lorrie Cunneen  
Salt Lake City, UT dlcunneen@gmail.com
STL   Michael Larson  
St. Louis, MO  michaeljlarson3@gmail.com
TEB/HPN  Peter Cappio 
Teterboro, NJ/White Plains, NY  peter.cappio@gmail.com        
TOL   Tom Dooley
Toledo, OH   airdooley@yahoo.com

PFK Area Coordinators (cont.)

CITY:  ATL/Atlanta, GA
COORDINATOR: Don Myers
PARTICIPANTS: Delta, ExpressJet

A dedicated group of PFK volunteers in Atlanta 
gathered in March and June for mid-year visits to 
Hughes Spalding Children’s Hospital.  They arrived 
with plenty of gifts and good cheer for the hospitalized 
youngsters but, as always, the volunteers walked away 
with the most valuable experience.

Address Change:  If you have a change of  address 
please complete the form on the back 

of this newsletter & mail to: 
Pilots For Kids, PO Box 620052

Orlando, FL 32862-0052.........Thanks! 
Above and above, right, volunteers in ATL made two mid-
year visits to patients at Hughes Spalding Children’s Hospi-
tal.  A great time was had by all!
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Above, HOU PFK volunteers visited with approximately 120 
youngsters at Texas Children’s Hospital during their mid-
year visit on June 13th.

CITY:  IAH/Houston, TX
COORDINATOR: Bill Bella
PARTICIPANTS: Delta, United, Jet Blue

Thirteen Houston Pilots for Kids volunteers represent-
ing United, Delta and Jet Blue joined together and had 
a very successful visit to Texas Children’s Hospital in 
Houston on June 13th.  Houston PFK members have 
been visiting children at Texas Children’s Hospital for 
the past 23 years.  In addition to their holiday hospital 
visits, local Pilots For Kids volunteers have conducted 
a mid-year hospital visit for the past few years as well.
“There are numerous organizations that visit Texas 
Children’s Hospital during the Holidays, we realize 
that children are hospitalized all year round and fewer 
organizations visit in June,” said United Captain Bill 
Bella, Houston Pilots For Kids Coordinator.

During their June visit, the pilot group split into two 
smaller groups in order to visit more children.  Each 
pilot group had a Spanish speaking pilot and they were 
able to visit and distribute toys to approximately 120 
hospitalized children. The Pilots spent quality time 
with the children discussing their interests, hobbies, 
flying, music, art, sports and their goals.

“Our newest Houston Pilots For Kids members,
Captain Gabe Vaisman and First Officer David Witwer 
did an outstanding job interacting with the children,”  
said Captain Bill. 

During every hospital visit, the Pilots leave a gift as a 
nice memory of their visit.  During this visit, the group 
distributed a specially designed United/Pilots For Kids 
blue and white beachball along with brown and white 
stuffed aviator bears with goggles, leather jacket and a 
United Scarf. 

“The Pilots brought much happiness and joy to many 
hospitalized children again during this visit.  Pilots For 
Kids hospital visits and donations are a priceless gift 
of happiness for many hospitalized children! “
said Captain Bill Bella 

Your support is greatly appreciated by the children, 
their families, the hospital staff and the Pilots For Kids 
Organization.
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Pilots For Kids Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 620052 Orlando, Florida  32862-0052
E-mail:  President@pilotsforkids.org
 
Pilots For Kids Board of Directors:

President: Ed Faath
 President@pilotsforkids.org
Vice President: Jack Saux Jr.
      VicePres@pilotsforkids.org
Second Vice President: John Elsey                     
 VicePres2@pilotsforkids.org
Secretary: Dan Ferracciolo 
      Secretary@pilotsforkids.org
Treasurer: Paul Brown
 Treasurer@pilotsforkids.org
Merchandise: Carol Stocker       
     Pfkmerchandise@pilotsforkids.org

Membership  Our organization is funded entirely 
by membership dues.  Membership dues allow us 
to spend 100% of our collected donations on the 
children.  Annual membership dues are $15.00. 
     Pilots For Kids members include airline crew-
members, corporate, military, private, and avia-
tion enthusiasts.
See membership form on back cover.

Newsletter  The Pilots For Kids Newsletter is 
published in March and November.  Articles 
should be submitted to Kathie Schroeder at
schroederfamily2@mac.com

Copyright  Pilots For Kids Organization, all rights 
reserved.  Publication in any form is prohibited 
without permission.

   The Pilots For Kids logo is a registered trade-
mark. The name “Pilots For Kids” and the Pilots 
For Kids mascot character are protected trade-
marks and/or servicemarks (SM) of the Pilots For 
Kids, Inc.

PFK Mascot, Capt.Baldy SM
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Above, MCO PFK members met for a “Christmas in July” gift 
drive to collect toys for the upcoming visits to area hospitals.  
A great time was had by all and lots of great gifts are await-
ing December deliveries.
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  Pilots For Kids SM
O r g a n i z a t i o n

P.O. Box 620052
Orlando, Florida  32862-0052

“Helping hospitalized children since 1983”

   Complete the attached membership form and return it with your 
tax deductible $15 annual dues which will help fund our organiza-
tion.
   By becoming a member, you will receive a membership card, 
lapel pin, flight bag decal, luggage tag, our Pilots For Kids news-
letter and most importantly, an opportunity to help hospitalized 
children.

Become a Pi lots  For Kids member,  today!

Please check appropriate box and complete information 
 New MeMbership ApplicAtioN Address chANge

Member Name: __________________________________________________
Address:  __________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________
Phone Number: __________________________________________________
E-mail Address: __________________________________________________
Airline/Other: __________________________________________________

Please return your membership application along with your annual dues of $15.00 to:
Pilots For Kids,  P.O. Box 620052,  Orlando,  FL   32862-0052

Make checks payable to:    Pilots For Kids
“Your information is considered confidential and is never sold or shared.”


